[Endocrine mechanisms of a delay in the onset of sexual maturity in female rats after neonatal exposure to cortisol].
A study was made of the effect of neonatal cortisol treatment on maturity development, ontogenesis of the secretion of estradiol by the endocrine glands and its reception in the uterine cytosol in female rats. This treatment caused a considerable delay of the vaginal opening and the onset of the first estrus. An increase in estradiol secretion by the adrenal glands was observed in maturing rats of the study group. Estradiol secretion by the ovaries was not greatly changed. Neonatal cortisol treatment did not influence the development of estradiol reception in the uterine cytosol either. It was assumed that sex developmental disturbance was associated with estradiol hypersecretion by the adrenal glands.